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As We Gather 
“In God We Trust” is a familiar statement. It’s been the official motto of these United States since 1956 
and has appeared on American coins dating back to 1864. As God’s people, we trust that He will keep 
His promises. Centuries ago, the psalmist wrote confidently, “In God I trust; I shall not be afraid” (Psalm 
56:11). Today we begin a new Church Year—another year of God’s grace. We can celebrate that He has 
brought us to this time and place, and together we can look trustingly to blessings and surprises yet to 
come. 

 
Prelude “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” J. Walther 
 
Opening Hymn “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” #516
1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 

The watchmen on the heights are crying; 
    “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
Midnight hears the welcome voices 
And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
    “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom comes, awake! 
Your lamps with gladness take! 
    Alleluia! 
With bridal care 
Yourselves prepare 
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 

 
2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 
    She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 
The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 
    Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 
Now come, Thou Blessèd One, 

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 
    Hail! Hosanna! 
We enter all 
The wedding hall 
To eat the Supper at Thy call. 

 
3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, 

Let saints and angels sing before Thee 
    With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 
Of one pearl each shining portal, 
Where, joining with the choir immortal, 
    We gather round Thy radiant throne. 
No eye has seen the light, 
No ear has heard the might 
    Of Thy glory; 
Therefore will we 
Eternally 
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78,  
alt.; Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 

Text: Public domain

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Opening Sentences Psalm 25:1–2a, 4–5, 21; Proverbs 3:5–6 

P To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame. 
C Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. 
P Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day 

long. 
C May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for You. 
P Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
C In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths.  



Confession and Absolution 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, 

cleanse our thoughts and our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Confident of receiving God’s great mercy, let us confess together that we by nature are sinful and 

that through our thoughts, words, and deeds we have sinned against our God and deserve His 
punishment now and eternally. 

C Almighty God, we repent of our sins and ask for Your forgiving grace in our lives. Be merciful to 
us, and for the sake of Jesus grant us forgiveness, so that as Your redeemed people we may greet 
you in Advent hope and serve You with trusting hearts in time and in eternity. 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
C Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
C The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
P Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
C You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Lord God, keep us vigilant so that we may be ready to greet You, today or whenever 

You return in power for both judgment and mercy, for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading T  The Mountain of the Lord  T Isaiah 2:1-5 
        1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2It shall come to pass 
in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3and many peoples 
shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and 
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes 
for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 5O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 



L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem of Praise Solo “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made” Hymn #903 
 
Epistle T  Fulfilling the Law Through Love  T Romans 13:8-14 
        8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, 
You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us 
cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, 
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T  No One Knows That Day and Hour  T Matthew 24:36-44 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be 
taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, 
stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master 
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 T  Confession of Faith  T Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
      

begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. 



And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” #350

1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 
    Only hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world! 
    Open are to Thee all portals. 
Come, Thy beauty let us see; 
Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

 

2 Enter now my waiting heart, 
    Glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 
    Though I am but poor and lowly. 
Ah, what riches will be mine 
When Thou art my guest divine! 

 
 

3 My hosannas and my palms 
    Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 
Evermore, as best I can, 
    Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 
And in faith I will embrace, 
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

 

4 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 
    Jesus, hear our supplication! 
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 
    Bring us blessing and salvation, 
That forever we may sing: 
Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711;  
tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 
may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Offertory Meditation 

T  SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


The Lord’s Prayer 
P Hear us now as we pray together in His name, and as He has taught us, 
C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 

Piano Selection “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” L. Lenei 
 
 “Savior of the Nations, Come” #332, sts. 1-4
1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh— 
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 
3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 
 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 
From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 
His heroic course began. 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin 

Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; 
(st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006;  

(st. 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001  
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House;  
(st. 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Piano Selection “Savior of the Nations, Come” G. Kauffmann 
 
 “Savior of the Nations, Come” 332 sts. 5-8
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
 

 Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin 

Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; 
(st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006;  

(st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Text (sts. 5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House;  

(sts. 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 



Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Prayer 

 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” #353
1 Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, 

    Came with peace from realms on high; 
Jesus came to win redemption, 
    Lowly came on earth to die; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Came in deep humility. 

 
2 Jesus comes again in mercy 

    When our hearts are worn with care; 
Jesus comes again in answer 
    To an earnest, heartfelt prayer; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Comes to save us from despair. 

 

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 
    Bringing news of sins forgiv’n; 
Jesus comes with words of gladness, 
    Leading souls redeemed to heav’n. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Hope to all the world is giv’n. 

 
4 Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, 

    Shares alike our hopes and fears; 
Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, 
    Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Comforts us in failing years. 

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Postlude in the Key of E Phrygian (No Title)” J. Krieger 

 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
Vocalist:  Sue Marcinkowski 
Lector:  Sunday: Marilyn Bitner 
Altar Care:  Sunday:  Sue Lilja 
Thanks to George Oberg and Eddie Raff for placing the Advent Wreath and preparing other seasonal 
decorations, and thanks to all whose efforts help us prepare to welcome our Lord and King. 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT  



Please pray for these members of our St. Paul family 

Ruth Diver   Lois Kaminske  

Graham Jackson   Janice Przybycien  

Patricia Murdoch  The Polezoes Family 

Lenore Curran    Jan Briede 

Cathy Gleason   Beverly Fishbaugh 

Dawn McNicholas  Flora Jones 

Ron Hickey   Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Delores Stegemann 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Betty Beegle   Warren Miller 

Delphine Cherry   Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children  Marge Rochlitz 

Julie & Larry Gurga  Kurt Seehofer 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer    
 

Special Prayers for these friends of our congregation 

Louise Hrynkow, (mother-in-law of Charles 

Fitzgerald), Bill Jones (friend of John Stiso) and Luke 

Pajowski (Cheryl Horan’s nephew) 

Prayers if thanksgiving and blessing for Mike and 

Kristopher Will, both celebrating birthdays today! 
 

Announcements & Notes: 
Ladies Guild will be selling Christmas Cards in the 

narthex for the next several weeks after each service.  
Stop, shop, and support the work of the Ladies’ 
Guild! 

Volunteers needed! Faith in Action needs volunteers to 
serve the meals prepared by our cook team for the 
BEDS ministry just one Monday a month, December 
– February.  Contact Debbie Will or the church office. 

Worth Township Christmas Drive: NEW toys and 
clothing will be received in the collection box in the 
narthex for children infants through age 14 until 
Thursday, Dec. 8. 

Christ Lutheran Church presents the famous 
baritone, Jonathan Beyer on Dec. 16 at 7pm, as he 
and others perform an evening of sacred and secular 
Christmas music.  Advanced tickets are $20, $25 at 
the door. Children 12 and under $10.  Call (708) 349-
0431. 

A Bible Study based on “The Chosen” is being held on 
Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the Timothy Room. 
Come and join the conversation 

The St. Paul Adult Choir invites YOU to join them in 
preparing Advent and Christmas music.  Rehearsals 
are on Wednesday evenings, following the 7:00 PM 
Advent services. See Ruth Sievers for more 
information. 

Southwest Lutheran Chorus will present a “Christmas 
Song Festival” here at St. Paul on Sunday, Dec. 11th 
at 3pm. 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Shirley Fairchild   Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres   Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk  Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland   Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 

Doreen Holford   Judy Collins 

Julie Rottier   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel   Heather & Josh Turro 

Pastor Mark Willig  Carol Loecherbach 

Carl Hoppe   Kim Koenig 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Helena Hoffman  Louise Hrynkow 

Bill Jones   Luke Pajowski 

 

Please let the church office know when your need for 

our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-1040. 

 

Midweek Advent Worship services begin THIS 

Wednesday at 7:00 PM.  Come and bring a friend! 


